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Dear Vaccine Service Provider 

Re: Seasonal influenza vaccination 2011 
 

I am writing to provide you with details about the seasonal influenza vaccination program in 2011 and to ask 

you to encourage and promote influenza vaccination among your staff, colleagues and patients.   
 

In 2011 the seasonal influenza vaccine will include the following strains:  

• A/California/7/2009 (H1N1)-like virus;  

• A/Perth/16/2009 (H3N2)-like virus;  

• B/Brisbane/60/2008-like virus.  
 

Seasonal influenza vaccination in 2011 is recommended and available free for: 

• All individuals ≥ 65 years of age 

• All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people ≥ 15 years of age 

• Individuals ≥6 months of age with conditions predisposing to severe influenza* 

• Pregnant women* 

Seasonal influenza vaccine in 2011 is recommended (but not available for free) for:  

• Homeless people and those providing care to them 

• Close contacts of those at high risk of complications from influenza (staff of nursing homes and 

long-term care facilities, healthcare providers, household contacts) 

• People providing essential services 

• People involved in the commercial poultry industry or in culling poultry during confirmed 

avian influenza activity 

• Travellers (large tourist groups, esp. those travelling on cruises during influenza season) 
 

Seasonal influenza vaccines for children in 2011 

• The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has recommended the 

use of Influvac and Vaxigrip for use in children between 6 months to less than 5 years of age. 

• Fluvax is not registered for use in children less than 5 years in 2011 

• For children aged 5 to less than 10 years of age, it is recommended that Vaxigrip or Influvac is 

used. 

• Fluvax may be used in children aged 5 years to less than 10 years when no alternative vaccine 

is available. If Fluvax is used in this age group, parents should be informed of the potential 

increased risk of fever, but that febrile convulsions are rare in this age group. 
 

Vaccine Service Providers are asked to record numbers of funded seasonal influenza vaccines administered 

to ‘medical at risk’ patients on a tally sheet (provided with your vaccine order). Please find attached an 

information sheet on the Annual Funded Seasonal Influenza Vaccine Program and a tip sheet to help you 

prepare for this year’s influenza vaccine program. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Dr Brad McCall      

Public Health Physician      

Brisbane Southside Public Health Unit    

25/02/2011 
*For further details, please refer to the ninth edition of The Australian Immunisation Handbook, p. 190 – 192. 

Enquiries to: CDCS 

Telephone: 07) 3000 9148 

BRISBANE SOUTHSIDE POPULATION HEALTH UNIT 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES CONTROL SERVICES 

Facsimile: 07) 3000 9130 
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